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ESSAY 

UPON 

Political  Lying,  &c- 


H  E  late  Doflor  Swift  hath 
treated  this  Subjeft  with  fo 
much  Humour,  with  a  Spi- 
rit fo  peculiarly  his  own, 
that  it  were  a  kind  of  Pre- 
fumption  to  attempt  it  after  him.  Yet  fo 
happy  is  the  prefent  Age  in  making  Im- 
provements upon  the  Vices  and  Follies 
of  their  Fathers,  that  the  fubjed:  is  almofl 
wholly  new  by  a  thoufaiid  new  Circum- 
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ftances  and  Additions.  Some  fifty  years 
ago,  when  the  Dodlor  wrote,  the  x^rt  of 
Political  Lying,  as  he  calls  it,  was  alraofl: 
in  its  Infancy*  AiTertions,  indeed,  bold, 
vehement  and  fanguine  were  always  ready, 
but  they  often  aukwardly  waited  for  the 
Oath,  that  fliould  confirm,  and  give  them 
Credit ;  the  Countenance  was  not  yet 
hardened  to  that  unbludiing  Afilirance, 
that  can  fupport  being  detecfled,  and  laugh 
at  the  Weaknefs,  that  believed  it.  A 
little  Probability,  and  fometimes  a  little 
Truth  was  thrown  into  the  Compofition 
of  fome  more  important  Falihood,  in 
Compliance  with  weak  Believers,  This 
Wifdom  was  necelfary  in  tempering  a 
new  Art,  for  Gold  itfelf  may  be  too 
much  refined.  It  requires  a  little  Allay 
to  make  it  bear  the  Hammer,  and  give  it 
a  proper  Dudility.  But  atprefent.  Thanks 

to  fome  late  Improvements yet  it  were 

better    to   enter  into  the   Proof  by  the 
ftrong  Evidence  of  Fads. 

Ih 
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In  Loyde's  CofFee-Houfe  fliall  lie  a 
Lift  of  an  hundred,  thirty  nine  Ships 
taken  by  the  Enemy  in  fome  fixty-four 
Days;  their  value  is  moderately  computed 
at  five  hundred  thoufand  Pounds ;  Diftrefs, 
Ruin,  Bankruptcies  are  the  apparent  Con- 
fequences.  Yet  in  the  fame  Cojflfee-Houfe 
a  Man  fhall  aflert,  that  the  Fleet  was  never 

better  commanded  than  by  Mr,  W 1; 

never  better  directed  than  by  the  un- 
known and  unknowing  Earl  of  T e. 

He  (hall  lament  the  Changes  in  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  affert,  that  his  Lordfliip's 
Difmiffion  is  owing  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Duke's   not  liking  him  :    that  Lord 

W a  is  put  into  his  Employment,  only 

to  pleafe  the  faid  Duke,  having  neither 
Will,  nor  Judgement  of  his  own, and  being 
a  Dependent  (no  Doubt)  of  Mr.  F— x's : 
that  the  faid  Mr.  F— x   is  an  avaricious 

Man,    and   receives   from    Mr,  Cal 1 

full  fourteen  thoufand  Pounds  ay  ear,  as 
his  fhare  of  the  Profits  arifing  from   the 

almoft 
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almoft  numberlefs  Agencies,   which  his 
Intereft  alone  could  have  procured  him. 

What  an  Advantage  has  a  Lyar,  for 
how  fhall  Aflertions,  ever  fo  falfe,  be  con- 
tradicted ?  Shall  Mr.  F— x  go  to  Juftice 
Fielding,  and  make  Affidavit,  that  he 
never  received  a  Farthing  more  than  the 
Salary  of  his  own  Offices  from  any  Man, 
either  direiSly,  or  indiredly  ?  What  Effecft 
would  fuch  Experiment  have? 

We  may  eafily  judge,  if  we  recolledl  with 
what  AfTurance  it  was,  and  is  ftili  afferted, 
that  his  Royal  Highnefs  demanded  a  body 
pf  Britiili  Troops  to  go  with  him  to  Ger- 
many: that  it  was  debated  in  Council, 
where  Mr.  P— t,  our  only  Patriot,  our  only 
Orator,  oppofed  and  defeated  a  Meafure  fo 
pernicious  to  his  Country,  by  pure  Superio- 
rity of  Eloquence  and  Reafon.  We  would 
not  rob  this  Gentleman  of  his  due  Praife, 
or  deny  how  often,  and  from  how  many 

fuch 
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ftich  imaginary  Dangers  he  hath  preferved 
his  Country.  But  although  Mr.  F— x  was 
authorifed  by  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  de- 
clare to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  no 
Intention  of  this  Kind  ever  entered  into  his 

Thoughts;    although  Mr.  L e,  when 

called  upon  by  Mr.  F— x,  declared  he  had 
never  heard  of  fuch  a  Defign,  yet  did  this 
Lye  difappear  ?  Was  it  ever,  as  in  Can- 
dour and  Juftice  it  ought,  difavowed  by 
the  Faction  ?  Does  it  not  ftill  twinkle  in 
every  News-paper,  and  fliine  out  in  many? 
Does  it  not  continue  to  be  the  bold  affer- 
tion  of  the  faSlious  Haranguer^  and  the 
firm  Belief  of  the  no  lefs  fadlious  Hear- 
ers, in  what  are  called  the  honeji  Coffee^ 
Houfes  ?  In  one  of  which,  this  Lye  wa^ 
nobly  fupported  by  another,  for  it  wa» 
afferted  moft  folemnly,  that  neither  Mr. 
F~x,  nor  Mr.  L— e  had  ever  denied  the 
Faft,  Let  me  recommend  this  Lyar  to 
his  Fraternity,  as  a  noble  Pattern  of  Imi- 
tation. 

BuC 
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But  a  certain  honourable  Perfon,  the 
cldeft  Hope  of  a  Right  Honourable  Family^ 
hath  given  us  a  Species  of  Lying  unknown 
to  our  Anceftors.  He  boldly  paints  his 
Lyes,  and  although  we  muft  allow  the 
Dutch-like  Genius  of  his  Pictures,  yet  we 
muft  admire  the  Boldnefs  of  his  Pencil,  and 
the  Strength  of  his  Colouring.  This  Man  of 
Honour  with  all  thelikenefs  of  Caricatura, 
hath  lately  exhibited  a  Recruiting  Serjeant, 
and  humouroufly  hung  out  of  his  Pocket 
a  Label  of  ^  14000,  for  Agencies.  Did 
this  Man  of  Honour  really  believe  the 
lying  Label  he  himfelf  had  written  ?  Has 
he  any  Reafon  whatever  to  believe  it  ? 
This  Painter  hath  Senfe  of  Shame  enough, 
I  hope,  to  feel  the  Force  of  thefe  Qoef- 
tions.     How  will  he  elude  them  ? 

Would  Demonftration  from  Figures, 
that  one  third  of  that  Sum  exceeds  the 
whole  income  of  that  Perfon' s  Agencies, 
make  him  retrad  or  not  repeat  the  Falf- 

hood  ? 
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hood  ?  No  ;  he  wants  no  Demonftra- 
tion.  He  calumniates  againft  Knowledge, 
and  in  his  Rage  of  Scandal  forgets,  that 
he  is  imputing  as  a  Crime  to  one  Man  the 
helping  one  worthy,  diligent,  and  honeil: 
relation,  whilft  he  is  himfelf  a  Retainer 
to  another^  who  deals  out  the  public  mo- 
ney to  his  Coufin's  Coufins,  and,  which  is 
ftili  worfe,  public  and  important  Trufts  to 
ignorant  Relations. 

But  our  Label-Painter  is  not  contented 
with  difplaying  his  Lies  in  all  the  Colours 
of  the  Rainbow.  Unfatisfied  with  de- 
baling  plain,  honeft  Englifh,  and  profti- 
tuting  his  Mother-Tongue  to  moft  un- 
natural Falfehood,  he  hath  tortured  his 
little  Latin  into  an  Infcription,  ati  once 
difingenuous,  ill-mannered,  and  untrue. 
Germania  asserta.  What  Interefts 
can  his  Royal  Highnefs  be  fuppofed  to 
have  in  Germany,  except  to  aflert  the 
Liberties  of  Europe,  and  oppofe  her  Op- 
B  preffors  ? 
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preffors?  His  Birth,  his  Education,  the 
Interefls  of  his  Fortune,  and,  we  ought 
to  believe,  (the  Germans  and  the  French 
believe)  the  Inclinations  of  his  Heart  are 

truly  Englifh.     There  was  a  Day it 

will  be  remembered  for  ever  bv  our  De- 
fcendants,  although,  forgotten  already  by 
too  many  of  their  ungrateful  Fathers  — • 
when  this  Prince,  and  he  alone  in  all  hu- 
man Eftimation,  preferved  the  Wealth 
and  Honour,  the  Liberty  and  Religion 
of  his  Country.  Surely  then,  if  there  be 
aught  of  Gratitude  among  Mankind  ^  if 
there  be  any  Decencies  due  to  our  Su- 
periors, any  political  Advantages  arifing 
to  Society  from  a  regular  Subordination 
of  its  Members,  all  thefe  are  violated  by 
the  lying  Infcription  on  the  Bafe  of  a 
t^edeftal,  upon  which  our  honourable 
Painter  hath  placed  the  Figure  of  his 
Prince,  his  Patron  once,  and  his  Bene- 
fadtor. 

Such 
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Such  are  the  Ideas  which  this  honour- 
able Perfon  feems  to  entertain  of  focial, 
political  Virtues  ^  nor  is  it  eafy  to  con- 
ceive, what  private  Virtues  can  inhabit 
that  Bofom,  in  which  Ingratitude,  the 
bafeft  and  moft  degenerate  of  ail  human 
Vices,  hath  taken  up  its  Refidence. 
However,  our  Painter  once  lived  in  the 
Family  of  the  Prince,  whom  he  has  thus 
boldly  exhibited  to  the  Public,  was  reck- 
oned among  his  Favourites,  and  almoft 
honoured  with  his  Friendfhip.  Yet  then, 
even  then,  while  he  was  hourly  receiving 
Favours  and  Obligations,  he  was  grate- 
fully  and  ho7tourably  employed  in  Caraca- 
turas  upon  the  Perfon  of  his  Benefadlon 
It  is  acknowledged  a  Bafenefs  of  Difpo- 
lition  to  infult  an  Inferior,  becaufe  we 
know  that  the  poor  Wretch  mull:  fufFer 
without  Refentment ;  but  is  it  not  the 
fame  Bafenefs  to  infult  a  Superior,  whofe 
Greatnefs  afftires  us  of  Impunity? 

B  2  Bat 
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But  a  political  Liar  of  any  tolerable 
Genius  lies  both  backward  and  forward  ; 
paft,  prefent,  and  to  come.  He  lies  in 
the  Hiftory  of  Yefterday  3  he  lies  in  the 
Prophecy  of  To-morrow.  Thus  we  are 
allured  by  the  Prophets  of  the  Fadion, 
that  the  new  Miniftry,  (though  neither 
they,  nor  we  know  to  whom  His  Ma- 
jesty will  intruft  the  Adminiftration) 
cannot  poffibly  fupport  themfelves ;  I 
fuppofe  they  mean  againft  their  Oppofi- 
tion.  Yet  this  we  know  with  Certainty, 
that  thefe  fagacious  Lookers  into  Futurity 
did  not  forefee  their  own  Diflblution  even 
to  the  laft  Moment ;  for  even  to  their 
laft  Moments  they  were  impetuous,  vifi- 
onary,  and  infolent* 

Without   pretending   to  their   Saga- 
city, we  may  be  mofi:  aflured  His  Ma- 
jesty never  will  again  expofe  his  Per- 
fon  to  their  Infolence,  or  intruft  his  Af- 
fairs 
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fairs  to  their  Incapacity.  No  Change  can 
bring  thefe  ideal,  over-weening  Minifters 
into  Place  again,  or  give  them  another 
Opportunity  of  infulting  their  Sovereign, 
and  violating  the  Conftitution.      Alone 
and  unaffifted  they  can  gain  no  Vidlory, 
and   if  fome  Men  of  fuperior  Abilities 
fliould  affift  them,  they  will,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  take  a  Share  of  the  Conqueft.     A 
Family  Oppofition  will  never  prevail,  nor 
the  fame  Circumftances  again  combine  to 
give  us  a  Family  Adminiftration.  An  Ad- 
miniftration,  blind  to  their  own  Weak- 
nefs,  true  to  their  own  over-bearing  In- 
folence,  and  falfe  to  all  the  World  befide. 

But  from  what  we  have  yet  feen,  we 
may  expeil  in  this  new  Adminiftration, 
what  we  ought  to  wifli,  Men  of  Birth, 
Fortune,  Experience,  and  Underftanding. 
''  But  Mr.  F-x  is  to  be  a  Minifter,  and 

"  will  afFea,  like  Mr.  P 1,  to  make 

'^  himfelf  fole  Minifter,  and  aftfume  the 

"  whole 


(     H     ) 

'*  whole  Povv^er  of  the  Adminiftration. 

**  The  Tories  hate  him ^They  are  a 

**  powerful  Party.  Others,  who  {hall  be 
**  namelefs,  hate  him/'  Such  is  at  prefent 
the  Political  Language  of  a  vanquifhed 
Fadion, 

But  let  me  afk,  is  Mr.  F— x  really  to 
be  a  Minifter  ?  I  have  not  yet  heard  him 
mentioned,  but  for  a  Place  not  minlderiaL 
I  have  heard  he  refufed  to  be  the  Minifter 
in  November  laft,  and  it  is  not  long  fincc 
he  faid  in  the  Ploufe,  that  nothing  but 
the  Commands  of  his  diftreffed  Sovereign 
Ihould  make  him  of  their  Number.  It 
may  be  hoped,  his  Sovereign  will  not  be 
diftreffed  into  giving  fuch  a  Command. 

Here  let  me  recur  to  the  uncommon 
Fate  of  this  Gentleman.  He  refigns 
from  among  unpopular  Minifters.  His 
Reilgnation  obliges  them  to  relign.  He 
declines  Miniftry  ;  he  enters  not  into  Op- 

pofition 
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poiition.  Are  thefe  things  true  ?  Is  there 
in  any  of  thefe  things  aught  unworthy  ? 
Yet  what  an  Heap  of  Scandal  and  Ca- 
lumny hath  been  poured  out  upon  him 
for  this  very  Condud?  And  how  can 
they  be  pleafed  by  him,  who  are  not 
contented  wdth  his  being  out,  yet  are  (o 
alarmed  at  his  coming  in  ?  Let  us  have 
(  I  hope  we  have )  an  Admiralty,  that 
will  employ  our  Fleet  to  the  beft  Ad- 
vantage, without  Partiality  to  Coufins  and 
Kinfmen.  Let  us  ha\^e  a  Secretary  of 
State,  who  knows  fomething  of  his  Bu- 
fincfs,  and  who  will  not,  at  the  fame 
Time  that  he  declares  himfelf  ignorant 
in  his  own,  didlate  in  every  other  Mini- 
fter's  department,  in  w^hich  he  knows  as 
little.  Let  us  have  a  Treafury,  that  can 
raife  the  Supplies,  and  let  them  all  behave 
with  Submiffion  and  Decency  in  the  Pre- 
fence  of  our  Auguil,  Aged  and  Benign 
Sovereign,  nor  dare  to  think  of  mortify- 
ing him  with  Orders  from  thofe,  who  by 

the 
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the  Tyes  of  Nature  and  Gratitude,  from 
Age  and  Sex,  are  in  a  moft  peculiar  Man- 
ner bound  to  obey  him.  Let  this  be  the 
Cafe,  and  then,  if  both  the  famous 
younger  Brothers  are  left  out  of  Miniftry, 
I  hope  this  Country  may  yet  bepreferved, 
and  we  know  by  Experience,  and  to  his 
Honour,  that  the  ableft  of  them  will  not, 
becaufe  left  out,  go  into  Oppoiition. 

"  But  why  was  this  Adminiftration 
*^  difplaced  ?  "  The  harderQueftion  were 
how  came  Mr.  P— t  to  be  Secretary  ? 
How  came  Lord  T — e  to  have  the  Ad- 
miralty ?  What  Reafon  had  any  thing 
they  had  ever  done,  given  for  Expeftation 
of  any  Good  they  would  do  hereafter? 
And  what  have  they  done  ?  The  raifing 
fifteen  Battalions ,  without  which  no 
Expedition  could  be  fent  to  America, 
was  the  work  of  the  late  Miniftry.  They 
were  raifed  with  a  profefled  Defign  of 
fending  a  large  Number   of  Troops  to 

America. 
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America.  A  Plan  for  that  Purpofe  was 
in  Concert,  on  which  the  Captain  Ge- 
neral and  Lord  Anfon  had  met  more 
than  once —  ^'  But  the  foreign  Troops  are 
fent  away."  Let  the  worft  Enemies  of 
the  late  Minifters  look  towards  Germany, 
and  fay  whether  they  believe  their  Admi- 
niftration  would  have  kept  them  here? 
Has  Pruffia,  has  Spain  been  in  better  Hu- 
mour with  this,  than  the  late  Secretary, 
or  will  the  Minlflers  of  thofe  Courts  fay 
they  have  found  fo  much  regard  from 
this  Adminiftration,  as  true  Senfe  of  the 
Intereft  of  this  Country,  on  all  Occafions 
enfured  to  them  from  their  PredeceiTors  ? 
Has  there  been  a  Grain  of  Skill  (hewn  in 
attempting  to  raife  the  Supplies  ?  Or  fhall 
we  hear  thofe,  who  have  been  loudert  in 
exclaiming  againft  the  paul try  Methods  ig- 
norantly  propofcd,  now  fwear  that  no- 
thing but  the  difplacing  Mr.  L—e  could 
C  have 
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have  prevented  the  Subfcription  from  run- 
ning over.  But  although  Scbfcriptions 
are  generally  filled  in  a  few  Days,  and 
often  in  a  few  Hours,  yet  this  Scheme, 
replete  with  Wifdom  and  Virtue  and 
Oeconomy,  fupported  by  the  reputation 
of  the  old  Man,  who  formed  it,  and  the 
Influence  of  this  popular  Miniftry,  was 
clofed  with  hardly  a  tenth  Part  of  the  two 
Millions  and  a  half  Neither  was  it 
meanly,  however  unfuccefsfully,  fupport- 
ed by  the  fpirit  of  Lying. 

It  were  a  Difquifition  not  unworthy 
the  Amufcment  of  a  Philofopher,  to  in- 
quire into  the  Nature,  Origin  and  Ufe, 
the  Succefs  and  Effeds  of  thefe  Political 
Lies.  He  would  perhaps  imagine,  in  ac- 
counting for  their  Succefs,  that  a  certain 
Portion  of  Credulity  was  allotted  by  Pro- 
vidence to  every  Age,  and  that  the  prefent 

Age, 
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Age,  having  by  pure  Strength  of  Reafon 
recovered  their  Freedom  from  the  Slavery 
of  all  Religious  Belief,  (the  Whimiies  of 
their  Fathers,)  have  a  larger  fhare  to  dif- 
pofe  of  in  their  political  Creeds.  He 
would  probably  compare  thefe  Lies  to  the 
fwarms  of  Infedls,  which,  as  Naturalifts 
inform  us,  are  conceived  and  brought 
forth  in  the  Darkncfs  of  Midnight.  They 
appear  with  the  riiing  Sun,  and  having 
performed  the  little  Offices  of  their  being, 
fuch  as  buzzing,  fluttering  and  fometimes 
flinging,  they  die  with  the  fetting  Sun, 
and  are  next  Day  fucceeded  by  a  new 
Generation.  If  thefe  Infefts  happen  to 
depofite  their  Eggs  upon  any  fore  or  un- 
found  Part  of  the  human  Body,  Corrup- 
tion and  Inflammations;  Gangrenes  and 
Mortification,  are  the  deplorable  Confe- 
quences.  Thus  when  a  fwarm  of  Political 
Lies  have  depofited  their  Poifons  in  a 
C  2  weak 


(      20       ) 

weak  underftanding,  and  an  Heart  unhap- 
pily prepared  to  receive  them,  the  poor 
man  is  dillradled  and  convulfed  3  his  Judg- 
ment difordered,  and  his  whole  Mind  agi- 
tated by  Party-Rage  and  Fadion  and  preju- 
dices, whether  of  Love  or  Hatred,  equally 
unaccountable  to  common  Senfe. 

What  better  manner  of  accounting  for 
the  violent,  diftempered  proceedings  of 
a  late  Council,  which  was  once  honoured 
for  its  Wifdom,  and  which  ftill  afTumes 
the  Style  and  Importance  of  reprefenting 
the  greateft  City  in  the  World  ?  The 
Projed:  of  granting  the  Freedom  of 
this  great  City  to  two  Perfons  in  the  laft 
Adminiftration  was  conceived  in  the  Dar- 
knefs  of  a  midnight  Meeting  of  the  Go- 
vernors of  Budewell.  From  thence  it  took 
its  Progrefs  to  the  Half-Moon  Tavern, 
where  we  may  believe  the  Spirit  of  Pa- 

triotifm 
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triotifm  was  not  a  little  improved  by  the 
Spirit  of  Wine.  Here  this  ever-memo- 
rable Motion,  and  that  inimitable  Piece 
of  Oratory  lately  pronounced  in  a  great 
Affembly,  were  prepared  by  the  united 
Genius  of  the  whole  Company.  In  the 
Speech,  what  an  elegant,  unafFe(3:ed  Sim- 
plicity of  Didion  !  Hijiory^  the  Key  of 
Knowledge^  and  Experience  the  T^ouch-Jione 
of  Truth.  How  profound  and  juft  the 
Obfervations  upon  our  Conftitution  ! 
*'  The  People  have  always  by  a  timely 
**  Oppofition  impeded  the  impending  Dan- 
^^  ger  from  thofe,  who  have  undertaken 
*'  their  public  Affairs ;  they  have  always 
*'  been  equally  ready  to  reward.''  Then 
the  inexpreffible  Tendernefs  of  the  fol- 
lowing Pathetic,  when  His  Majesty 

With   Candour,  and  with  th'  affe<5tion 
of  a  Parent 

Regarded 
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Regarded  their  Complaints.    A  Change 

of  Men 
Soon   follow'd ,    and    with    them    fuch 

Change  of  Meafures 
Revived  the  linking  Spirits  of  the  People, 
And  rais'd    a    fmking  Land.     Britannia 

then 
Almoft  expiring  rais'd  her  dying  Head, 
Saw  Virtue  and  Integrity  —  &c. 

The  Reader  muft  not  be  furprifed,  that 
Sentiments  of  fuch  Dignity  could  not  be 
exprelTed  in  Profe.  The  Language  of 
Poetry  is  their  proper  Language,  their  very 
Mother-Tongue*  But  while  this  admi- 
rable Oration  does  Honour  to  the  great 
Compilers,  it  will  be  fufficient  Praife  for 

Mr.  H s^  that  he  was  capable  of  doing 

it  Juftice  by  a  graceful,  animated  Aftion, 
and  an  harmonious,  unperplexed  Elocu- 
tion. 

I  am 
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I  am  not  perfedly  fatisfied,  that  the 
following  Remarks  properly  belong  to 
the  Title  of  this  Eflay  3  yet  I  would 
willingly  afk  why  Loyalty  was  placed  in 
the  Front  of  thefe  Gentlemen's  Virtues  ? 
If  by  Loyalty  is  meant  a  perfonal  Atta- 
chment  of  Duty  and  AfFedion  to  the  So- 
vereign, I  believe,  their  Loyalty  was  never 
doubted.  If  to  take  up  Arms  againft  the 
Sovereign  for  his  Defence,  was  the 
Loyalty  of  the  lafl  Century,  why  not  of 
the  prefent  to  enter  his  Councils,  and 
advife  him  againft  his  Will  ?    But  with 

Regard  to    their  being  difinterefted 

One  of  them  took  to  himfelf  the  moft 
lucrative  of  all  our  minifterial  Employ- 
ments, and  gave  fome  thirty  thouf^nd 
Pounds  a  Year  to  his  Relations.  The 
other  patiently  fuifered  himfelf  to  be  paid 
the  Salary  of  his  Office.  Did  his  Sue- 
cefs  in   railing  the  Supplies,  his  proper 

Depart- 
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Department,  entitle  him  to  more  ?  Or 
why  did  not  this  Patriot-Council,  who 
by  their  immenfe  Property  are  the  natural 
Reprefentatives  of  the  richeft  City  in  the 
Univerfe,  why  did  they  not  fill  his  fubf- 
cription?  This  had  been  an  undeniable 
Proof  of  their  Efteem,  and  would  have 
certainly  continued  him  in  his  Office. 

But  their  lefening  the  Extent  of  minify 
terial  Injluence  by  a  'ReduSiion  of  the 
'Number  of  Placeme?2.  Our  Council  fu- 
rely  were  not  informed,  it  was  abfolutely 
denied,  more  than  once,  by  Mr.  L — e^ 
that  he  had  any  View  to  leiTening  the  In- 
fluence of  the  Crown  by  the  Redudion 
ofthefe Offices, and  thatMr.P — /was  not 
in  the  Floufe  during  the  Debate.  Their 
noble  Efforts  to  jiem  the  Torrent  oj  Cor-* 
ruption  muft  certainly  mean  their  having 
attempted  to  give  us  triennial  Parliaments, 

and 


and  fecure  us  againft  Bribery  and  Corrup- 
tion in  future  Eleftions.  Let  them,  who 
have  ever  heard  of  fuch  an  Attempt,  be- 
lieve it.  Their  Zeal  to  promote  a  full  and 
impartial  Inquiry  into  the  real  Caufes  of 
our  late  Lojfes  and  Difgrace  in  America 
muft  certainly  be  a  Miftake,  for  they 
have  neither  of  them  once  moved  in  it, 
nor  has  there  been  a  Paper  called  for,  re- 
lating to  America,  any  more  than  to  the 
Maid-ftone  Letter. 

I  v^ould  here  willingly  join  IfTue  with 
our  Orator,  or  rather  with  the  Tories 
and  the  Fadlion,  who  employed  him. 
Will  they  abide  by  the  Behaviour  of 
their  now-Brother-Freemen  upon  this, 
and  the  following  Days,  when  the  long- 
delayed  Inquiry  about  Minorca  will  come 
on  ?  Let  them  determine  for  themfelves ; 
but  if  either  of  thefe  Gentlemen  will  even 
D  yet 


yet  enter  with  Spirit  into  this  Inquiry  ; 
if  they  will  alTume  even  an  Appearance 
of  aflerting  the  national  Juftice,  I  pro- 
mife  to  declare  them  worthy  of  the 
Freedom  of  this  great  City,  although  it 
had  been  honourably  purchafed.  I  pro- 
mife  to  forget,  that  they  endeavoured  to 
elude  the  Indignation  of  a  juftly-refenting 
People,  and  obtained  a  fhort  Refpite  for 
Mr.  Byng  by  impoling  upon  their  So- 
vereign, and  violating  the  Conflitution. 

Yet  it  is  really  unaccountable,  that  our 
Bookfeller  and  Orator,  fo  knowing  in  the 
Conflitution,  fo  fagacious  in  difcovering 
Merit,  fo  liberal  in  rewarding  it,  and 
doling  about  the  Freedom  of  the  City  fo 
generoufly,  (hould  have  forgotten  the  firfl: 

Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  Poor  Lord  T e. 

Is  he  then  fo  infignificant,  that  he  has 
neither  Friends  to  reward,  nor  Enemies  to 

abufc 
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abufe  him  ?  Or  could  not  all  our  Orator's 
Eloquence  prevail  upon  the  Merchants  to 
forget,  that  their  Ships  have  been  plund- 
ered almoft  in  our  Harbours,  and  the 
Trade  of  the  Nation,  its  vital  Strength 
and  Spirit,  expofed  to  the  Enemy  by  an 
ignorant,    or  inattentive   Admiralty  ? 

Amidft  thefe  Lofles  and  Difgrace,  from 
whatever  Caufes  or  Perfons  they  proceed, 
is  this  aTimefor  beftowing  and  receiving 
Honour  ?  Are  thefe  Honours  to  be  diftri- 
buted  by  a  little,  petulant  Bookfeller,  the 
Creature  of  a  malignant,  dangerous  Fac- 
'  tion  ?  Are  they  intended  merely  to  infult 
the  Sovereign,  or  to  alarm  Him  from 
purfuing  thofe  Meafures  ,  which  can 
alone  infure  our  Prefervation  ?  Are  they 
meant  to  intimidate  his  Servants,  and 
fright  them  from  their  Obedience  to  his 

Com-. 

1 
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Commands  ?   Thank  Heaven,   our  S<> 
vereign  ilill  maintains  the  Vigour  of  his 
Underftanding,  and  Firmnefs  of  Refolu- 
tion,  with  which  he  oppofed  the  Arti- 
fices, that  attempted  to  deceive,  and  the 
Violence,   that   would  have  compelled 
him,  in  a  late  Inftance,  to  break  his  Pro- 
mife  to  his  People.     Thank  Heaven,  we 
have  fome  great  Spirits  ftill  left,  who  dare 
treat  the  Clamours  of  a  difappointed  Fac- 
tion with  the  Contempt,  they  deferve ; 
who  are  confclous  of  the  Difficulty,  yet 
do  not  defpair  of  preferving  their  Country; 
who  are  neither  capable  oi  being  tempted 
by  Profpeds   of  Ambition  in  a  future 
Reign  to  defert  their  aged  Sovereign,  nor 
terrified  by  popular  Fury  from  perform- 
ing their  Duty  to  Him,  and  to  their 
Country, 

F    J    N    J    S. 


